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& The following Eclogue was written ſoon after the Election 
« of Mr. B—he, jun. for the Borough of Malton, and ſent to 
&« the Editors of the Morning Chronicle a few days before his 


& Jeath was announced. 
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ARGUMENT. 


THE reader of taſte need not be reminded, that the early 
commentators upon Virgil diſcovered an allegorical ſenſe 


in his firſt Eclogue. The defign of this imitation is 
nothing more than to transfuſe into plain Engli/h the ſpirit 
of this allegory, and to adapt it to exiſting circumſtances. 


The ſpeakers in the dialogue are two well-known patriots; 


who are ſuppoſed to be ſeated next each other in the ſe- 
cret committee room; and to hold a little chat before the 


reſt of the members aſſemble. The topic moſt obvious 
for their diſcuſſion is the very different and very oppoſite 
reſult of their reſpective labours in ue public ſervice; the 


one having been lately appointed Secretary at War; the 


other having been obliged to retire from Parliament upon 


his penſion, not without a mixture of mortification and 
chagrin (vide ver. 23.) at the diſappointment of the hopes 


which he had entertained of reſtoring deſpotiſm to France. 
It might reaſonably be expected from one, (who has 


at leaſt the natural fondneſs of a parent far his own pro- 


ductions) that he ſhould wiſh to ſurvive the accompliſh- 


ment of thoſe prophetic conjectures, which foretold that 
the French revolution would © be obliged to paſs through 


great varieties of untried being, and in all its tranſ- 
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“ migrations to be purified by fire and blood.” (Vide 
Reflections, laſt page.) His Reflections certainly may be 
ſaid to have had a ſhare in producing the effects that 
they ſo /anguinely predict; and the unfortunate victims of 
the guillotine might moſt of them have ſaid, in the 
phraſe of Milton, 4 for this we may thank — Burke.“ 
The Hon. Secretary, who may be conſidered as a pupil 
« worthy his maſter, as his maſter him,” is ſuppoſed to 
derive his name from a principle of verſatility, which he 
ſeems to poſſeſs in common with his new colleagues. 


% Mox cum dederit ſervilia nummos 
« Fiet et illius, quam non amat.” 


Not that the Right Hon. Secretary is ſuppoſed to be diſ- 
fatisfied with his preſent fituation—unleſs there ſhould be 
a proſpect of a better—but, from a mere principle of 


change, he may, perhaps, be again induced to gratify the 
whimſical propenſities of his mind, by joining his qaon- 
dam friends, 
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PATRIOTS. 
4 POLITICAL ECLOGUE. 


Scene, The Committee Room. 


TEpDpv. 


W INDV, at eaſe upon the treaſury bench, 


You rail againſt the Jacobines and French! 
4 2 | 


2. Facobines and French.] The indiſcriminate invectives 
of the Right Hon. Secretary muſt be ſufficiently notorious 
to every reader of the parliamentary debates. ( Vide all his 

ſpeeches for the three laſt ſeſſions. 


I quit 


3 


— name em —e—_—R — 


I quit the Houſe and bid a laſt adieu! 
To tropes and daggers—which I leave to you! 
I quit 


3. I quit the Houſe, &c.) Nos patriæ fines et dulcia lin- 
quimus arva. | e 

3, 4.] Nos patriam fugimus; tu Tityre lentus in umbra 
Formoſam reſonare doces Amaryllida Sylvas. 


4. To tropes and daggers—which I leave to you.] Tt has 


already been obſerved in the argument, that the Right Hon. 
Ex-patriot has been a kind of tutor, or waidywyo;, to the 
Right Hon. Secretary; not that by the word waiduywyos is 
meant that reſpectable perſonage in our Greek drama's, who 
ſeldom interpoſes his authority, except to moderate the paſ- 
ſions of his pupils; and who is properly ſtyled the © a/pe- 


„ ritalis et invidiæ corrector et ire :“ but rather in the 


modern ſenſe of the word, as one who * os tenerum pueri 
„ balbumgue figurat,” teaches his pupil the art of ſpeaking; 
for which purpoſe a practical trope may be of uſe occa- 
ſionally, as was proved by the Right Hon. Author of the 
Sublime and Beautiful, in a ſpeech delivered before the 
Houſe of Commons, when he darted a dagger with ſuch 


vehemence, as made the Chancellor of the Exchequer miſ- 


take his energy for ſuch a derangement of intelle&, as 
made it unſafe to truſt him with his perſonal liberty; and 


is faid firſt to have ſuggeſted the idea of ſuſpending the 


Habeas Corpus Act. The unpleaſant effects of which the 
Right Hon. Patriot has choſen to obviate by a ſort of vo- 
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I quit the Houſe; but you are left to ſing 5 
The new- born virtues of your patriot King. 


WIND. 


Teddy, the comforts of my place and office, 


I owe to George's more than mortal novice! 


* 


luntary ſeceſſion, which he adopts rather from motives of 
prudence than choice; or in the words of the poet ixwy 
alle Nfg. In his office of pædagogue he will likewiſe 
endeavour to improve his pupils talents for theatrical repre- 
ſentation ; which' ſeem of late to have been very happily 
imitated by his Majeſty's Miniſters, (vide Theatre de la 
Nation, in the Morn. Chron.) He therefore firſt irritates— 
then pacifies : irritat - mulcet; fills him with FALSE ALARMS 


—FALSIS TERRORIBUS IMPLET. Accordingly we ſee him 
amongſt the moſt eminent of the aLARMISTS. 


IMITATIONS. 


*. £1 eddy, the com Forte, &c.] O Melibæe, Deus nobis haec 
IA fecit. 


8. More than mortal novice.] An alluſion to the heaven- 
born Miniſter : a term which has frequently been applied 


to the late Lord Chatham, and to the preſent Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. 


* 


1 (For 


620 


(For ſure ſuch bounty and ſuch heavenly grace 
Were never ſeen in one of mortal race.) 10 


For him I'll tune afreſh my ſhrilleſt note, / 


And charge with metaphyſic gas my throat ! 
For 


11. For him 1't] tune afreſh, &c.] The acuteneſs of the 
Right Hon. Secretary's tones are ſcarcely ſurpaſſed by the 
acuteneſs of his arguments—They are, indeed, admirably 
adapted to each other. | 

Ib.] Illus aras ſæpe tener noſtris ab ovilibus imbuet 
agnus. 8 

12. Metaphyſic gas.] The ſubtility of the Right Hon. 
Secretary's arguments is frequently too volatile for the groſſer 
intellects of the country gentlemen, and is ſomewhat apt to 
evaporate. | 5 


“For it is of a nature fo ſubtle, 
That unleſs it is guarded with care; 
& The odour will fly through the bottle, . 
„And the ſpirit impregnate the air.“ 


He is ſo perfectly maſter of Ariſtotle, that he can prove 
guidlibet de quolibet: for inſtance; if a perſon were to de- 
ſire, that lie would prove the moon to be made of cream- 
cheeſe, his ſyllogiſm would probably run thus: 


Major 
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- For him I'll ſqueak in ſubtle mood; and prove 
How hate profeſs'd is ſign of hidden love! 


He with a nod would liſten to my ſong, -2 5 
While fluent quibbles trickled from my tongue! 
And now hath call'd me to this happy place, 


Where every tear is wip'd from every face.“ 


Major Cream cheeſe is organiſed matter. 
Minor—But the moon is organiſed matter, 


Conſequence—Therefore the moon is made of cream 
cheeſe. 


13, 14. And prove how hate profeſs'd is fign, 5 "Theſe 
lines would probably be unintelligible from the ſeeming im- 
4 poſſibility of the attempt, did we not know the Right Hon. 
9 Patriot's talent: for, by the ſame rule of logic that he in- 
ferred the immenſe numbers of concealed weapons from the 
paucity of thoſe diſcovered amongſt the conſpirators, he 
might prove the angry and fretful oppoſition which for 
3 eight years he maintained againſt the Chancellor of the 
BB Exchequer: might, nay muft have been the effect of his 
3 love. 
; ; 15. He with a nod.] Ille meas errare boves, ut cernis, et 

4 ipſum ludere, gue vellem, calamo permiſit agreſti. 


RF: Tire. 


5; for Malton. 
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Txppr. 


I do not envy (Heaven forefend the thought!) 


I rather wonder at thy happier lot : 20 


Who thus at length, remov'd from danger far, 


<« Ride in the whirlwind, and direct the war.” 
Whilſt I, poor outcaſt ! ſick of the contention, 


Have nothing to conſole me—but my penſion : 


And, after all my homage to the great, +4 | 5 
Can ſcarce bequenth this hopeful youth my ſeat. 


19. # 45 not envy.) Non equidem invideo, miror magis. 


23. Whilf I, poor outcaſt.) En ipſe capellas protenus 
ter ago. 


24. But my penſion.] perhaps the” Right Hon. Exile did 
not wiſh to boaſt prematurely; or he might have men- 
tioned the intended kindneſs of his patron, Lord Fitzwilliam 
by whoſe intereſt he has been enabled to retain his ſeat at 


the council, and probably to enjoy the ſalary Fu the Lord 


Preſident. 
25. This hopeful youth.) Ali; his fon—/pem gregis ! 


26. Can ſcarce, &c.] Notwithſtanding, however, the 


difficulty implied in the word /carce, the Right Hon. Speaker 
ſucceeded in ſecuring to his ſon the reverſion of his ſeat 


If 


. A WF JW. 


( 11 di 


If thou can'ſt ſteal five minutes from the ſtate, 
Deſcribe the godlike author of thy fate. 


W1NDY. 


I, in \ my hapleſs, unenlighten'd days, 

Thought ce ſolid pudding ſcarce worth empty praiſe.” 
So was I wont to think the ſterling ſenſe 37 
Of Charles, worth all Dundas's impudence, 

So was I wont to value Brinſley's wit, 

More than the turgid eloquence of Pitt. 

So in minorities I choſe to fret, | 35 
Rather than figure in the cabinet. 

He, prince of patriots! imp of royal grace! 
Prettyman's -in! heart —as face! 


27, 28. If thou canſt fteal, RE Sed tamen iſte Deus, 
qui ſit, da, Tityre, nobis. 
29. J in my hapleſs, ane Urbem quam dicunt Rn, 

&c. 

31. So was I wont, Kc. Sic canibus Catulos ſimiles, 
ſic matribus hædos noram. 8 

35. So in minorities, &c.] Sic parvis „ magna 
ſolebam. 

37. Die prince patriots.] | Verum hæc tantum alias 
inter caput extulit urbes, &c. &c. | 

Re B 2 : Con- 
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Conſummate Proteus! in or out of place, 

Can try all changes, and all changes grace!. 40 
Now with rank Jacobines, (freedom his pretence) 
Aſſail the throne now turn King's evidence; 

Now doom to durance— till he makes freſh laws | 
The ſturdy champions of his late-left cauſe : 

And lead the mazy circles of this dance— _ 45 
Almoſt as quickly as he conquers France! 


TEppx. 


42. Now turn King's evidence.] The poet has been a 
little haſty— The Chancellor of the Exchequer (not indeed 
from a diffidence in his own verſatility, which is well de- 
ſcribed in the 40th verſe, but) from an apprehenſion, leſt 
in the character of King's evidence he ſhould be obliged to - 
diſcloſe matter which might criminate himſelf, has pru- 
dently conſigned to the Duke of Portland the taſk of pro- 
ſecuting thoſe ſtate criminals, which His Grace will be able 
to do without breaking any old ties of friendſhip or ac- 
quaintance. OW 

46.] The reader muſt not ſuſpect the poet of inaccuracy 
in his uſe of the word alma; for though the rapidity of the 
Right Hon. Chancellor's tranſitions from the extremes of 
Jacobiniſm to the ultima Thule of arbitrary power is well 
known; and the conqueſt of France to ſuperficial obſervers 
appears more remote than ever; yet it is the 3ounden duty of 

| De f | all 


TEDDY. 


But ſay what cauſe (for cauſe thou ſurely haſt,) 
Induc'd thee, Windy, to change ſides at laſt? 


WINDY. 


A competence; which came (though ſomewhat 
late) 
To cheer the untimely baldneſs of my pate: 50 


Which came, when ſick and nervous with alarms, 


a 1 fled from Charles to Billy's richer charms. 


For I muſt own, (this truth needs no defence) 


I ne'er could hope from Charles a competence; 


all loyal ſubjects to look upon that event as a ſtate ſecret; 


which may poſſibly be developed in the courſs of the twenty 
five next ſucceeding campaigns. 


o.] The Right Hon. Secretary, like fit is rather 
bats, and probably owing to the ſame phyſical or metaphy- 


ſical cauſe: Ariſtophanes, in his Clouds,” repreſents 


him as ſuſpended in a ſort of cabin; and from thence, in 
his eagerneſs for metaphy ſical reſearches, the. pdJivgx w;ay- 
pale, he might * have jolted his head againſt the 
ceiling. | 
53. For I muſt own] Namque (fatebor enim) &c. &c. 


Though 


Though to diſplay my warmth and zeal I ftrove, 55 
With ſyllogiſms—that would nothing prove : 

Nor tropes forgot, nor quirks in his defence; 

Nor pious frauds—nor aught but common ſenſe kt 
Though none more venturous in the cauſe, or raſh, 


I ne'er yet ſaw the colour of | his caſh.” 60 


TEPDD x. 


. 


| Toft have wonder d why, with ſpells and charms, 
Billy ſo oft had conjur'd up alarms. 


£6. Though to di lay, &c.] Quamvis multa meis exiret 
victima ſeptis. 
58. Nor pious frauds.} This e alludes to an ac- 
| knowledgment made by the Right Hon. Secretary in the 
Houſe of Commons, (when he was taxed with a little in- 
conſiſtency upon the ſubject of voluntary ſubſcriptions) 
that though he did not in his own mind diſpute their legality, 
yet that he ſtrongly preſſed the illegality of the meaſure 
upon his conſtituents, as thinking any means juſtifiable that . 
might at that time embarraſs the executive pon; | 
60. I neer. yet ſaw, & c.] Non 8 gravis re do- 
mum mihi dextra redibat. 
61—67. I have wonder' d.] Mirabar quid mceſta deos, 
Amarylli vocares: cui pendere ſua patereris in arbore 


poma. 


Why, 


Why, with much milk of human kindneſs bleſs d, 
Dundas diſcharg'd (o'erloaden and oppreſs'd 
With cares of public and of private life) 63 
The double duties of his place —and wife! | 
Why Jenky yell'd and Loughborough rais'd his whoop ! 
Windy was wanting to the motley groupe! 

| Thee; 


' 6g. Why with much milk, &c.] This Right Hon. Secre- 
tary of State to whom the poet alludes, made a very pathetic 
remonſtrance to the Houſe upon the arduous duties impoſed 
upor him ; but, from the equivocal manner in which he 
_ expreſſed himſelf, the Houſe was for ſome time in doubt, 
whether he meant to complain of thoſe public duties, which 
he has for ſeveral years diſcharged without a murmur ; or ra- 
ther of. thoſe conjugal claims, to fulfill which (notwith- 
ſtanding' honey-moon was ſcarcely paſſed) he ſeemed to 
| confeſs his inability. This anecdote induced ſome critics to 
ſubſtitute (in ver. 32.) the word “ impotence” for impu- 
dence; which, however, is certainly not ſo characteriſtic of 
the Right Hon. Secretary's qualities. 

67. Why Fenky, &c.] Theſe two noble 1 have 
been much diſtinguiſhed by their endeavours to raiſc alarms. 
The one has a journal under his immediate controul—the 
other is much noted for his fluency in what Sterne would 
call the © Cant of Hypocriſy.” 


| | * — Quo 


\ 


Thee, Windy, thee, the treaſury prints regale 


5 With daily incenſe—ſince their libels fail ! 70 
* Puff with ſtale paragraphs (ſure ſign of grace!) | 


And welcome their alarmiſt to his place! 


| N Wixpy., 


c What could I do? Who elſe would hear my pray'r 
| With ears ſo open as the Premier ? 

How 
ce 3 


| | — o non preflantior alter, 
5 « Fre ciere viros, Martemque accendere CANT U.“ 


| 68. Windy was wanting, &c.] Tityrus hinc aberat. 
'Y 73. What could I do?) Quid facerem? 
77. Here, as it chanc'd,) Hic illum vidi Favenem. 


L .] The reader muſt recollect that (as has already been 
of ſtated in the argument) the ſcene lies in the Committee 
Room : he ſhould, however, be appriſed, that the dialogue 
is ſuppoſed to have paſled at the Iaſt meeting of the Secret 
Committee. The Chancellor of the Exchequer (in conſe- 
quence of their perfect coincidence in opinion relative to 
the apprehenſion of the ſtate criminals, and the ſucceſs of 
thoſe reports, which they had induſtriouſly circulated, about 
{ plots, Jacobines, gunpowder, guillotines, &Cc. by different 
| handbills diſperſed abroad, and paſted upon the walls of the 
| . metro- 


2: — toms » Ws 424 


How could I elſe diſplay my patriot zeal, 75 
To raiſe myſclf—and ſerve the common weal? 
Here, as it chanc'd one day, both out of ſorts, 0 


We join'd our heads to fabricate reports. 


metropolis) muſt have agreed to appoint the Hon. Secretary 
to his preſent place. It would have been beneath the dig- 
nity of poetry to have intghded an equivegze upon the phraſe 
« fabricate reports: we ſhould be careful, therefore, how 
we impute to the poet ſo wanton a tranſcrefſion of the 
laws of his country, as well as the laws of poctry; for if 
we conſider that the Right Hon. Compilers of theſe Reports 


had not only to pack up a quantity of looſe and rough 


materials, and to arrange the different extracts ſrom the 
public papers, (for of ſuch chiefly do their Reports conſiſt) 
in a regular and chronological ſeries, but that they had to 
fill up thoſe rude ſketches with conceits of their own, and 
bring forward the grand contour by a judicious and artful 
diſpoſition of light and ſhade * the rough materials, it 
may eaſily be conceived, would differ ſo widely in ſhape and 
ſubſtance from the high-wrought picture, as it came freſh 
from the touch and colouring of the Right Hon. Alarmiſts, 
that they might almoſt have claimed it as their own. | 


% Materiem ſuperabat opus.” 


Mr. T hompſon convicted them of ſome very material ſuppreſſions. 
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| And ſhew'd the danger (fond to raiſe alarms !) 

TH | . Of plots unform'd and rebels without arms: 80 
\8 1 0 He ſaw and pitied thus my ſhatter'd nerves! | 

91 g o may each patriot riſe as he deſerves !— _. 

He ſaw, and gave me, to relieve my mind, 


E | The half-fill'd ſtation—which Sir George reſign'd. 


ne 'Teppy. 

LE | | Thrice happy patriot !—thou at laſt haſt gain'd, 85 
= 4 5 (Thanks to th alarms, thou haſt or felt or feign'd !) 

| _— So ſnug a birth and ſuch an eaſy place, 


As ſerves, at leaſt, to keep thee in good caſe! 


5 Thrice happy patriot thou art now preferr'd ! 


-Almoſt as highly as thou haſt deſery'd! . 90 
| Let agents feel thy powerful eloquence ! | 
| | — Split hairs in bargains—as in arguments! 

<4 84. The half-filled fation.] The Right Hon. Secretary's 


modeſty, or conſcious inability, was ſo great a few years 
ago, that he thought the office of Under-Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland too much for his puny talents. 


— 


« Tempora mutantur nos et mutamur in lis.” 


Or 
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Or let #* ** feed thoſe remorſeleſs leeches — 


And leave thee leiſure to compoſe thy ſpeeches! 


| Windy. 
Sooner ſhall Mornington's long-winded proſe 95 
Exhauſt its ſpeaker—ere his hearers doſe ! 
Sooner to truth Dundas ſhall make pretence, 
And Jenky junior deviate into ſenſe! 
Than his fond image ever ceaſe to reign 


In the diſtracted chaos of my brain! | 100 


TEDDY. 
J, hapleſs wretch, (ſo George and Pitt ordain!) 
Muſt join the ſwiniſh multitude again ! 
And now muſt preach to the rebellious throng 


The right divine of kings to govern wrong.“ 


Oh! could this * youth (the thought my ſpirit cheers) 


The hopeful ſolace of my doting years! 106 


A patriot, like his father good and true — 


But ſerve his country in a place like you! 


100. In the diſaracted Sos * Whilſt memory holds her 
ſeat in this diſtracted globe.” Hamlet. 
* His ſon, 


C 2 Might = 
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Might J, fince thus diſcarded 1 retreat, 
Leave him my penſion—as I've left my ſeat! 210 
In proud contempt I'd laugh at the deſigns 

Of oppoſition—and the Jacobines. 

But farewell all my inftruments of art! 

Ye air-drawn daggers—which I us'd to dart! 

Tropes that have hurl'd (as fancy might ordain) 115 
Kings from their thrones—and perch'd them up again! 
Speeches now for and now againſt the throne! 


% Your Teddy's occupation now is gone.“ 


113. But farewell all, &c.] Tte meæ felix quondam 
. 

115. Tropes that have hurl'd.] This Right Hon. Orator 
declared, during the much-lamented and (as was THEN 
GENERALLY HOPED) temporary ſuſpenſion of his Majeſty's 
intellectual powers, that the Almighty had hurl'd him 
« from his throne.” He is, however, diſpoſed to make 
ample atonement, and to raiſe him now as much above, as 
he then depreſſed him below, the character of Firſt Ma- 
giſtrate of a free people. 

118. Your Teddys occupation, & c.] * Othello's OCCUPAe 
tion now is gone.“ 8 


WIND. 


10 


5 


at. 


WIND. 


But ſtay this night! (I know thou lik'ſt the ſport,) 
And charge with plots and treaſon this report! 120 
Here ſtay with me- and let thy fancy looſe! 


Behold how apt the ingredients for thy uſe! 


Here ſhalt thou want nor chronicle nor journal ; 
Pamphlet, nor toaſt, nor ſentiment carmagnol ! 
And hark! the watch his midnight round is gone! 125 


Stay then, nor quit me, 'till thy work be done! 


119. Put faay, &c.] Hic tamen hanc mecum poteris re- 
quieſcere noctem. 
122. Be lold how apl.] Sunt nobis mitia poma, &c. 
125. Aud hark! the watch! &c.] Et jam ſumma procul 
villarum culmina fumant. . 
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